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camp  and the  city;   but, after some fruitless  negociations,
Mohammed declared his resolution of finding under its walls a
throne or a grave.    Paloeologus refused to yield from fear of
reproach, and he determined to resist to the last extremity.
In this holy warfare, as it was regarded by the Moslems,
the soldiers were exhorted to purify their bodies with seven
ablutions, and to abstain from food till the close of the next
day;   while a crowd of dervishes  frequented the tents, to
instil into their minds  the  desire  of martyrdom, with  its
reward, the enjoyments of a perpetual youth in delightful
gardens.    In the assault, the brave emperor was long seen
conspicuous in the defence, but finally disappeared, his body
being   buried  under   the  heap   of   slain.     The   conqueror
alighted from his horse at the great door of Santa Sophia:
the crosses were thrown down, and the paintings and mo-
saics, which embellished  the walls of the Cathedral of the
Empire, were ordered to be hid under a coat of plaster.    On
the following Friday the muezzin invited the Moslems to prayer
in the name of God and their Prophet; and the imam preached,
and Mohammed prayed on the high altar, from which the
Eucharist had been so lately received by the last of the Caesars,
The loss of Constantinople was followed by that of the Moraea.
The sack of Otranto diffused consternation over Europe, and
Pope Sixtus the Fourth was preparing for flight beyond the
Alps, when the storm was instantly dispersed by the death of
Mohammed.    He had aspired to the conquest of Italy;  he
had taken possession of one of its strong cities, with a capacious
harbour;   and had not death checked his career, his reign
might have been distinguished by the surrender of the old as
well as of the new Rome.

The danger which had threatened Christendom, at the period of
its reviving civilization, from the Moslems of Spain, now alarmed
it from the opposite direction, notwithstanding its growth in po-
pulation and power, and called, but in vain, for a new and more
reasonable crusade. At that crisis, when the kings of Spain
and France were competitors for the imperial throne, Selim
had added both Syria and Egypt to his dominions, and with